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Advisory Body to the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency

ECONOMICS, EMPLOYMENT & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
Thursday April 3, 2008
5:00 PM

Presiding Chair (5:04 PM)
John Markham

Chair’s Report (5:04 PM)

Determination of Quorum (5:04 PM)
Present: John Markham, Antoinetta Stadlman, Ingrid Aquino and Henry Karnilowicz

Absent: Raymon Smith, Dipak Patel, Marie Romero and Mark Swenson
Staff: Karen Nolan

Agency Staff: Cathy Pickering

Guests: Andrew Harris/Rancho Parnassus, Tracy Everwine/Urban Solutions

Approval of Minutes (5:05 PM)
Motion: “To approve the March 2008 Economics, Employment & Business Development
Subcommittee minutes as is.”

Vote: Yes: 4 No: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion Passes

Agenda Order (5:06 PM)
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9
Motion: “To approve the agenda order as is.”

Vote: Yes: 4 No: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion Passes

Announcement of Next Economics Committee meeting
Mr. Markham announced that the next Economics Committee meeting would be on
Thursday, May 1%, 2008.

Agenda Item 6. Update on the Economic Revitalization Plan for Sixth Street by
Tracy Everwine (5:07 PM)

Ms. Everwine referred to the fagade and tenant improvement program and stated that
Arkipalego Books and the Veteran’s Equity Center located on the ground floor of the
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Bayanihan House will have their new signage up at the end of the month. The Baldwin
Hotel is in the process of painting the exterior of the building and redoing the ground
floor retail spaces. A Filipino café has expressed interest in the smaller of the two retail
spaces.

Hospitality House is underway with their construction and should be complete in a
couple of months. Miss Saigon, the Thai restaurant is almost complete with their work
and they hope to be open by May 1. Metiera Market on Howard Street is awaiting
paperwork from the Agency before they can complete work and open.

Ms. Everwine announced that the Credit Union is finally serious about beginning
construction on the tenant improvements. She explained that the space is only 488
square feet and there are no ADA restrooms nor heating and air conditioning. They
received tenant improvement funds from PIDC in the amount of $50,000 and this
amount has just been increased to $100,000.

The Room Ultra Lounge located on the southeast corner of 6™ and Mission has almost
completed their improvements. They just have to put up the signage. The Passion Café
was put on hold for a short time due to the owner having surgery. They are still going
forward with the architectural plans and the earthquake retrofit.

The Pontiac Hotel is trying to paint the large side wall that faces the freeway, but are
having trouble with the next door neighbor who is concerned about liability. Mr. Grisso is
currently negotiating with them. Rancho Parnassus should get their paperwork from the
Agency next week and then will be able to proceed with construction. Ms. Everwine
explained that Ms. Wong retired from the Agency after many years and the new
employee is still learning the paperwork for the programs. Due to this there has been a
bit of a slowdown in processing paperwork at the Agency.

Ms. Everwine stated that she would be meeting with Mr. Patel soon to compile
estimates for the granite and glass replacement on the fagade of the Seneca Hotel.
Mythic Pizza’s glass was ruined by graffiti so they will be installing anti-graffiti film to
protect the glass from acid and etching.

Sonoma Market has completed their exterior work. They painted, put up a new awning
and new signage. They are now going to gut and completely redo the interior of the
store. The Park Hotel is waiting on paperwork from the Agency and the notice to
proceed and then will begin construction on the retail space.

Ms. Everwine referred to the SRO loan program and announced that they have signed
up a few hotels before the program expires. The Hunter Hotel is utilizing $40,000 to
install sprinklers. The Winsor Hotel is getting a loan for $40,000 to install new windows
and the Kean Hotel will receive $100,000 to replace all of the flooring in the hotel.

Mr. Karnilowicz referred to the Kean Hotel and asked Ms. Everwine if she could speak
to the owner about replacing the awning because it is all torn up. He stated that if they
are getting $100,000 it would not take that much to replace the awning. Ms. Everwine
agreed to speak to the owner.
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Ms. Everwine announced that the overall goal of the tenant improvement program is to
get the projects underway and complete construction because most of the businesses
are now paying rent on unopened businesses.

Ms. Everwine stated that many of the new merchants are having major security
concerns. They are saying that they underestimated the support that they thought they
would have from the police. Ms. Everwine stated that there has been a push to increase
the police presence on Market Street from 5" to 8" and this is pushing the problems to
6™ Street. She has coordinated with SOMBA to have an emergency meeting next
Thursday at the Dekker Art Gallery on 6" Street at 8:30 AM. Mr. Karnilowicz stated that
this is very short notice and Ms. Everwine should notify the SOMBA board in advance
or no one would show up. Ms. Everwine stated that the SOMBA meetings are set up
one year in advance and people still do not show up. This is an emergency meeting that
the business owners requested because they are getting fed up. Ms. Stadlman wanted
to know what the security concerns were. Ms. Everwine stated that the merchants have
experienced aggravated assault, vandalism, shoplifting, threats as well as teenagers
selling drugs in front of businesses right out in the open in broad daylight.

Ms. Aquino stated that some tourist group or association decided that they want more
police on Market Street to address crime for the tourists and that is why the police
presence is so strong on Market Street. Mr. Karnilowicz stated that regardless of the
crime, he has a problem with the bars on the windows at all of the new businesses. He
stated that windows are not being broken and he would like to see the bars removed as
it attracts the bad element to the area. Ms. Everwine stated that Urban Solutions does
their best to discourage bars on the windows, but the merchants say if they cannot have
them they will not do business here. Mr. Karnilowicz stated that if we allow bars to
remain on all the windows this area will be shabby forever.

Agenda Item 7. Report from the Agency by Cathy Pickering

(5:34 PM)

Ms. Pickering announced that she was going to report on the credit union this evening,
but Ms. Everwine already reported on this during her report. She stated that while this is
not the Housing Subcommittee she would like everyone to know that the elevator at the
Seneca Hotel is now up and running.

Ms. Pickering referred to the banners on 6" Street and stated that they would be
replaced in May. The company that produced them did not have extras as Ms.
Pickering thought so they will have to be reproduced.

Agenda Item 8. Committee Member Announcements (5:38 PM)

Mr. Markham announced that after 11 months the elevator at the Seneca Hotel is up
and running for almost two weeks now. He stated that less than 24 hours after running
the elevator broke down. It was repaired and broke down again five hours later. They
were told that there is not enough ventilation due to the elevator being so close to the
boiler. Mr. Markham stated that residents were told the cables on the elevator are
stretching, but this is to be expected and everything should be fine from here on out.

Mr. Karnilowicz announced that the Western SOMA Citizens Planning Task Force will
have a community planning meeting on April 23™ at Bessie Carmichael School from 7:00
to 9:00 PM. Ms. Stadlman gave everyone a flyer for this meeting and requested that
everyone get the word out to the community.
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Public Comment (5:48 PM)

Mr. Harris referred to the problem of trash on the street and stated that you can watch
people all day long walk out of a store, open something and toss the wrapping on the
ground. All of this garbage then ends up on the street and that is why we have such a
problem in this area.

Mr. Harris referred to the D.A. Art Space and stated that the current artwork and lighting
is a vast improvement over the past.

Meeting Ends (5:49 PM)

John Markham
Chair
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