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S O U T H  O F  M A R K E T  P R O J E C T  A R E A  C O M M I T T E E  

 1035 FOLSOM STREET •  SAN FRANCISCO, CA  •  94103 
415.487.2166 Fax 415. 487.2169 • website: http://www.sompac.com 

Advisory body to the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 
 

 
GENERAL PAC 

Monday September 17, 2007 
6:00 PM 

 
Presiding Chair (6:08 PM) 
Chris Durazo 
 
Chair’s Report (6:08 PM) 
Ms. Durazo announced that SOMAFest will be held this Saturday at Victoria Manalo 
Draves Park from 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM. She urged everyone to come and enjoy the 
day. 
 
Determination of Quorum (6:09 PM) 
Present: Ingrid Aquino, Maureen Burns, Angelica Cabande/Bindlestiff Studios (/6:16 
PM), William Curry III, Chris Durazo/SOMCAN, Henry Karnilowicz, John Markham, John 
Melone/SAN, Joshua Morgan, Charles Range/SOM Health Center, Rico 
Riemedio/United Playaz, Raymon Smith and Antoinetta Stadlman  
 
Absent: Stephen Best, Don Marcos/SOM Employment Center, Jason Ortega, Dipak 
Patel, Nasir Patel and Mark Swenson 
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan 
 
Agency: Cathy Pickering and Lucia Tallchief Mele  
 
Guests: Andrew Harris/Rancho Parnassus, Bruce Allison/Poor Magazine and Ms. 
Jones/Raman Hotel 
 
Approval of minutes (6:10 PM) 
Motion: “To approve the minutes of the August 2007 General PAC meeting with 
revisions.”  
 
Vote: Yes: 12 No: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
  
Agenda Order 6:11 PM) 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 
Motion: “To approve the agenda order as is.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 12 No: 0 Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
  
Announcement of next General PAC meeting 
Ms. Durazo announced that the next General PAC meeting would be Monday October 
15th, 2007 at 6:00 PM. 
 



General PAC minutes (19 September 07) - 2 - 

Agenda Item 6. Redevelopment Agency Report by Mike Grisso (6:12 PM) 
a. Housing Developments 
Ms. Pickering announced that Mr. Grisso could not be here tonight and she would be 
reporting on the Agency’s activities. She referred to the 474 Natoma Street project and 
announced that the Commission approved exclusive negotiations for Bridge Housing to 
develop the site. 
 
b. Other Developments  
Ms. Pickering handed out flyers for the AIA design charrette that will take place on 
Saturday, September 29th from 9:30 AM until 4:00 PM at the Bayanihan House 
Community Center. 
 
Lemongrass Vietnamese Restaurant has signed a lease for the ground floor space at 6th 
and Mission Streets. The Northeast Federal Credit Union will begin tenant improvements 
soon at 6th and Howard Streets on the ground floor of the Plaza Apartments. 
 
Ms. Durazo referred to the AIA design charrette and stated that she thought it was being 
held from 9:30 to 11:00 AM. Ms. Pickering stated that it has always been planned as an 
all day event. Ms. Durazo referred to the 474 Natoma Street project and wanted 
information about prepping residents for credit worthiness. Ms. Pickering stated that 
there is no information at this time. They might have some information for next month’s 
meeting. Ms. Durazo requested that Mr. Smith discuss this at the Housing 
Subcommittee. Mr. Smith stated that he would like this item heard at Housing before it 
goes to the Executive Committee and he would like information in advance so the 
Housing Subcommittee will be prepared to discuss this.  
 
Mr. Smith referred to the business loan program and wanted to know if Ms. Pickering 
has a closing date. Ms. Pickering stated that there is no closing date for the business 
loan program. Ms. Burns wanted to know if there was an opening date for Mi Tierra 
Market. Ms. Pickering stated that they do not have an opening date at this time.  
 
Agenda Item 7. Ms. Romero’s Leave of Absence by Chris Durazo (6:17 PM)  
Ms. Durazo referred to Ms. Romero’s request for a leave of absence that everyone 
received in their packets. She stated that Ms. Romero has had medical problems on 
and off for the past year and the Executive Committee agreed to allow her a leave of 
absence from August to October of this year. Ms. Stadlman made a motion and Mr. 
Melone seconded the motion. 
Motion: “The General PAC accepts the three month leave of absence request of Ms. 
Romero effective August 2007 through October 2007.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 13 No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes  
 
Agenda Item 8. Establishing a Special PAC Zoning Committee by Chris Durazo 
(6:19 PM) 
Ms. Durazo announced that she brought the EIR for the Eastern Neighborhoods to the 
attention of the PAC last month. This was discussed at the Executive Committee and 
everyone agreed that we should have a Special Zoning Committee for the next few 
months to discuss the zoning effects on the Project Area. 
 
Mr. Melone stated that this is a vital issue for the Project Area as Folsom Street will be 
the main boulevard into the city and downtown. They plan on zoning most of Folsom 
Street to 13 stories, which would have a huge impact on the density of this area.  
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Ms. Stadlman stated that the Western SOMA Citizen’s Planning Task Force is 
considering the zoning in Western SOMA and this is a much larger area than the Project 
Area. It is a good idea for the PAC to have a special committee to discuss the zoning. 
She stated that the SOMA Leadership Council is another organization that is concerned 
mostly with zoning. 
 
Mr. Karnilowicz stated that this Eastern Neighborhoods zoning has been going on for a 
long time and this EIR has been gone over thoroughly. He stated that the Eastern 
Neighborhoods is east of us and not really a part of us. Mr. Karnilowicz likes the idea of 
small businesses and diversity. He stated that this EIR will go forward and he is not sure 
we should spend a great deal of time fighting it. Ms. Stadlman stated that we are not 
trying to fight the EIR, we are trying to join in the discussion. Mr. Smith made a motion 
and Ms. Stadlman seconded the motion. 
Motion: “The General PAC will establish a Special Zoning Committee for the purpose of 
discussing zoning and the EIR for the Eastern Neighborhoods and the effects on the 
South of Market Project Area.” 
 
A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Those Voting Yes: Chris Durazo/SOMCAN, Charles Range/SOM Health Center, 
John Melone/SAN, Ingrid Aquino, Maureen Burns, Angelica Cabande/Bindlestiff 
Studios, William Curry III, John Markham, Joshua Morgan, Rico Riemedio/United 
Playaz, Raymon Smith and Antoinetta Stadlman 
 
Those Voting No: Henry Karnilowicz 
 
Those Abstaining: 0 
 
Vote:  Yes: 12 No: 1  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
 
Public Comment: 
A member of the public stated that the zoning discussion should also address pedestrian 
safety. Another member of the public stated that she lives at 6th and Howard Streets and 
too many seniors are being hit by cars in this intersection. Ms. Aquino suggested that 
concerned neighbors should attend the HS & HS Subcommittee where the Captain of 
the Southern Station attends and pedestrian safety is the first item of discussion. 
 
Ms. Durazo announced that the Special Zoning Committee would work on the EIR and 
there is a section on pedestrian safety where it states that this area has three to four 
times more accidents than other areas of the city. Ms. Burns wanted to know who 
determines the length of the lights at major intersections. Ms. Durazo stated that there 
are testing sites at several intersections where this is being looked into. Mr. Melone 
stated that DPT makes the determination. 
 
After a brief discussion it was agreed to have the Special Zoning Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, September 25th at 5:00 PM. Mr. Smith encouraged the chairs of all 
subcommittees to attend the Special Zoning Committee. 
 
Agenda Item 9. Reports by Committee Chairs (6:35 PM) 
Ms. Aquino announced that the HS & HS Subcommittee had a discussion regarding off 
leash dogs at Victoria Manalo Draves Park There was also a discussion of trash bins on 
6th Street and the possibility of hanging baskets. Mr. Nuru from DPW attended and was 
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very helpful with information on the hanging baskets and will work with the Agency 
regarding follow-up on this.  
 
Ms. Aquino wanted to remind everyone of SOMAFest this Saturday at VMD Park and 
the Police Effectiveness Review on Thursday, September 20th at the Gene Friend 
Recreation Center at 6:30 PM. 
 
Mr. Markham announced that the Economics Subcommittee discussed the challenge 
faced by new businesses on 6th Street with the loitering and littering taking place. He 
stated that the biggest concern is with regard to City Team’s food giveaway and the 
mess it creates. Mr. Markham stated that Mr. Smith suggested that they take this 
matter to the authorities, but Mr. Markham would first like to invite City Team and the 
new businesses to the Economics Subcommittee to see if the problem could be 
resolved. If the problem cannot be resolved, then we could involve the authorities. The 
Economics Subcommittee was informed by Ms. Pickering that the next brochure for 6th 
Street businesses was in the process of being produced and Ms. Pickering assured 
everyone that she would bring a proof for the subcommittee to review before final 
printing. 
 
Mr. Melone wanted to know what Mr. Markham was proposing with regard to City 
Team. Mr. Markham stated that the biggest concern has been about the bread 
giveaway and the littering and loitering this creates. City Team states that they do not do 
this so Mr. Markham will be taking pictures to bring to the meeting. Mr. Smith stated 
that he understands the Agency met with individuals involved with this and he would like 
to know what the results of that meeting were. Ms. Pickering stated that the Agency has 
not met with City Team. 
 
A member of the public stated that she goes to City Team three to four times a week and 
observes the people waiting in line being harassed by drug dealers. She reminded 
everyone that some of the people who pick up food at City Team are not in their right 
mind and while food is not allowed to be taken from the premises, some do sneak it out. 
 
Mr. Smith announced that the Housing Subcommittee tabled the discussion regarding 
the $1.2 million remaining in the SRO Loan Program until next month. The 
subcommittee discussed problems in the SRO’s and Ms. Jackson from the Knox was in 
attendance for the discussion. They were hoping to address problems at the Raman 
Hotel, but Mr. Patel did not show up. 
 
PAC Comment on Non Agenda Items (6:55 PM) 
 
Public Comment (6:55 PM) 
A member of the public stated that she lives at the Raman Hotel and the biggest 
problem at this time is the bed bugs. She stated that it is an 86 unit building and the 
infestation is throughout the carpeting. She stated that if there is money in the SRO 
budget then these funds should be used to take out the carpet. There are problems in all 
of the rooms with the heat being too hot and they have lost six tenants to respiratory 
failure due to the heat. There are problems with the elevator stopping below floor level 
making it impossible for people in wheelchairs to get out. There was a discussion of 
various city agencies that this tenant should contact regarding problems at the Raman 
Hotel. 
 
Mr. Karnilowicz stated that the Raman Hotel is leased to the Tenderloin Housing Clinic 
through the master lease program and THC is responsible for the hotel, not Mr. Patel. 
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He referred to the bed bug problem and stated that the tenants must take some of the 
responsibility because they are the ones bringing the problem into the hotel. 
 
Mr. Range stated that THC requested our support for the master lease of the Raman 
Hotel. If they are using public funding then we should be looking into this. If the public 
comes to us with these problems we should invite THC to a meeting with the public for a 
discussion and resolution. Mr. Range suggested that Mr. Smith contact THC and invite 
them to the next Housing Subcommittee. 
 
Meeting Adjourned (7:07 PM) 
 
 

 
Chris Durazo 

Chair 

 


