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HEALTH, SAFETY & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Tuesday March 6, 2007 
12:00 Noon 

 
 
 
Presiding Chair (12:30 PM) 
Ingrid Aquino 
 
Chair’s Report (12:30 PM) 
Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Determination of Quorum (12:30 PM) 
Present: Ingrid Aquino, John Melone/SAN (/12:30 PM), and Raymon Smith  
 
Absent: John Markham, Jason Ortega and Dipak Patel 
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan 
 
Agency: Mike Grisso and Cathy Pickering 
 
Guests: Captain Denis O’Leary/SFPD Southern Station 
 
Approval of minutes (12:31 PM) 
Motion: “To approve the minutes of the February 2007 Health, Safety & Human 
Services Committee.”  
 
Vote: Yes: 3 No: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
  
Agenda Order (12:32 PM) 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 
Motion: “To approve the agenda order as is.” 
 
Vote:   Yes: 3  No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
  
Announcement of next Human Services Committee meeting 
The next Health, Safety & Human Services Committee will meet on Tuesday April 3rd, 
2007 at 12:00 noon. 
 
 
It was agreed to have Captain O’Leary give his update while awaiting a quorum. 
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Agenda Item 6. PACland Crime Matters by SFPD (12:16 PM) 
Captain O’Leary announced that staffing at the Southern Station remains the same. In 
order to maintain staffing, any officer on modified duty is placed at the front desk to free 
up healthy officers for the streets. The safety of an officer on modified duty is not at risk 
because the Southern Station has a magnometer with a glass window. The only problem 
with this is that occasionally officers on modified duty are taken from Captain O’Leary’s 
command to do other work for the department and they are needed in the Southern 
Station. Once an officer on modified duty is sent elsewhere, it is difficult to get them back 
once they are cleared for active duty. 
 
Captain O’Leary announced that there was a stabbing at the Rose Hotel yesterday 
morning. Both suspects are in custody. He mentioned that the press is camped out in 
front of the Hall of Justice today waiting for the two suspects in the Baker’s Dozen case 
to surrender. 
 
Captain O’Leary stated that there has been a lot of controversy over the “How Weird” 
street fair. Last year they did not clean up very well and there were some behavior 
problems at the fair. This year due to neighbor complaints, the permits were denied. 
They appealed the denial and were issued permits with the caveat that this would be the 
last year of this particular street fair. Good weather is approaching and with this comes a 
lot of street fairs. This year aside from the usual street fairs like the Folsom Street Fair, 
the Asian Heritage Foundation will have a street fair on Howard Street between 5th and 
7th Streets. This will cause the closing of 6th Street at Howard. The Asian Heritage fair 
was held in Japantown in 2005 and last year it was on Urban Street. They are good 
organizers and pay their bills on time. These are things the police department looks at 
when issuing permits for street fairs. The organizers of “How Weird” were not providing a 
cultural street fair; they were in it to make money. They had a lot of complaints from the 
neighbors as well as other crimes associated with the fair. 
 
With regard to other crime in the area, Captain O’Leary stated that there has been 
violence associated with the nightclubs every weekend. He has rearranged the 
schedules of the officers in the district to ensure coverage and to avoid overtime. 
Captain O’Leary informed members that Club Six is on the agenda at the Entertainment 
Commission this evening. Several meetings have been held with the owner regarding 
the noise complaints. 
 
Captain O’Leary stated that there are no series of crimes to report for the 6th Street 
corridor. Ms. Aquino stated that between Mission and Howard on 6th Street there is a 
big problem with people sitting on lawn chairs drinking alcohol in broad daylight, blocking 
the sidewalks. Captain O’Leary stated that the area always looks good in the early 
morning but gets worse as the day goes on. He will direct the officers to pay close 
attention to this area. Mr. Smith commented that the officers have been very visible in 
the area. They have also been very friendly and this is making a big difference. Ms. 
Aquino agreed and stated that she saw the beat officers in a friendly chat with some 
youth at 5th and Market Streets. This is a good thing to see and she thanked the Captain 
for all the hard work. 
 
Approval of the minutes and agenda were convened at this time due to a quorum. 
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Agenda Item 7. Pedestrian Safety by Raymon Smith (12:32PM) 
Mr. Smith announced that a pedestrian safety demonstration was held on March 1st at 
the corner of Howard and 6th Streets. He stated that this was a very successful and well-
attended demonstration. He offered his thanks to Captain O’Leary and the officers of 
the Southern District for their assistance. Mr. Smith stated that pedestrian safety 
continues to be a concern and there will be several more demonstrations throughout the 
city. Times and dates of these demonstrations will be announced at a later date. Mr. 
Melone suggested that everyone send an e-mail to the Board of Supervisors requesting 
that they increase the traffic safety budget. 
 
Agenda Item 8. Alley Streetscape Improvements by Cathy Pickering (12:34 PM) 
Ms. Pickering announced that there is nothing to report on the alley streetscape 
improvements at this time. Mr. Smith referred to the Street Beautification Committee 
that he has been asked to join and wanted to know how involved the Agency is with this 
committee. Mr. Grisso responded that this is a citywide committee and as far as he 
knows the Agency has not been invited to attend. He stated that they would certainly 
attend if invited. Mr. Grisso stated that he understands that there are questions 
regarding the alley streetscape improvements and he wondered if members wanted to 
discuss this today or at tomorrow’s budget meeting. 
 
Mr. Melone stated that we would like to discuss this now. He referred to Minna Street 
between 6th and 7th and stated that he understands completing this alley first but he 
wondered if we could not do the small portion of Jessie Street that is in the Project Area 
too. Mr. Melone stated that this alley is in very bad condition and it is dangerous as cars 
come and go, never stopping at the corner before pulling out onto 6th Street. Mr. Grisso 
stated that he would look into this and that it may be possible to include Jessie Street. 
He would discuss this with DPW. 
 
Mr. Smith stated that he has observed that as enforcement comes to an area, the 
problems move to a new block. He stated that if we are doing the alleys between 6th and 
7th, we should include the alleys between 5th and 6th as well or the problems would just 
move across the street. He wondered if it might be worth the effort to increase the 
lighting in trouble areas. Mr. Smith stated that we should make it a priority to improve 
the area as a whole rather than just parts of the area. 
 
Mr. Grisso stated that lighting is at the top of the list of priorities. He reminded members 
that we are just entering the planning process at this time. We will improve Minna Street 
between 5th and 6th, but are completing Minna Street between 6th and 7th first. It will take 
a few years. Mr. Smith would like to suggest that we at least look into doing 5th and 6th 
as well. Mr. Grisso stated that it becomes difficult do to all the alleys at once as you 
could not have construction taking place in all of the alleys at the same time. He referred 
to the funding and stated that we do not have the funds to do all alleys at once. We 
could only do one phase at a time, but it is possible to improve the lighting in the other 
alleys until the improvements are made. 
 
Mr. Grisso stated that the planning for the alley improvements would take a few months. 
He stated that by doing them one at a time it allows us the opportunity to change the 
design from alley to alley as the alleys are different and we may not want them to all look 
the same. Mr. Smith stated that the problems just move from one side of the street to 
the other and we should do all of the alleys at once. He stated that we should invite the 
police, DPW and DPH to the planning meetings for the alley streetscapes. Mr. Grisso 
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wanted to know why we would invite the Department of Public Health. Mr. Smith stated 
that we have a produce market on 6th Street and several sites that distribute food. He 
wants to make sure that everyone is included in the meeting. Mr. Grisso stated that the 
food distribution is a separate issue and we could invite DPH to another meeting to 
discuss this issue. 
 
Agenda Item 9. Discussion of Senate Bill No. 464 by Ingrid Aquino (12:47 PM) 
Ms. Aquino announced that Mr. Melone would present this agenda item. Mr. Melone 
stated that the PAC endorsed the repeal of the Ellis Act but now the State Attorney 
General is stating that we cannot repeal the Ellis Act, we could only amend it. Senator 
Kuehl has introduced Senate Bill 464 to amend the Ellis Act and keep real estate 
speculators from making huge profits. This bill puts a five-year holding period on the sale 
of a property if a senior lives in the building. 
 
Mr. Melone stated that this is the first attempt to amend the Ellis Act. They tried to get a 
“lifetime lease” included but decided to wait a few years taking this one step at a time. 
Mr. Smith stated that after carefully reviewing this Senate Bill he would recommend that 
we take this to the full PAC. Mr. Smith made a motion and Ms. Aquino seconded the 
motion. 
Motion: “The HS & HS Committee recommends the full PAC endorse and send a letter 
of support for Senate Bill 464 amending the Ellis Act. The letter will include, for the 
record, that the PAC took a stand to repeal the Ellis Act, but will propose the amendment 
instead.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 3  No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
 
Agenda Item 10. Discussion of Senate Bill No. 840 by Ingrid Aquino (12:54 PM) 
Mr. Melone Announced that Senate Bill 840 is health care legislation that has been 
around for about 6 years in one form or another. This current bill has the most authors 
and co-authors of any previous bill in the Senate. 
 
This legislation was previously passed by both houses of the legislature but vetoed by 
the Governor. It looks as though this legislation will pass this time around. Senate Bill 
840 is very important legislation. It states that the State of California must pay every 
citizen of California’s medical care. Mr. Melone would recommend that the PAC send a 
letter of support for this bill. Mr. Smith made a motion and Ms. Aquino seconded the 
motion. 
Motion: “The HS & HS Committee recommends the full PAC endorse and send a letter 
of support for Senate Bill 840.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 3  No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
 
Mr. Melone added that there are 9 million people in California without healthcare. 
Statewide Universal Healthcare would cover them. It would not cost anything and in 10 
years time we will have saved billions of dollars. Mr. Smith stated that it was good that 
Mr. Melone brought the full 88-page document for members to review. 
 
Agenda Item 11. Committee Member Announcements (1:10 PM) 
Mr. Melone gave everyone a flyer with regard to a press conference and hearing at city 
hall tomorrow at 12:30. This hearing is for the Housing Authority budget and the cuts to 
security in senior/disabled buildings. 
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Public Comment (1:12 PM) 
 
 
Meeting Ended (1:12 PM) 

 

 
 

Ingrid Aquino 
Chair 


