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HEALTH, SAFETY & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Tuesday January 9, 2007 
10:00 AM 

 
Presiding Chair (10:09 PM) 
Ingrid Aquino 
 
Chair’s Report (10:09 PM) 
Ms. Aquino announced that she attended the meeting with Club Six regarding noise 
abatement and traffic control for residents. She attended the Police Community 
Relations Forum with regard to drugs and drug related crimes in the South of Market. 
Ms. Aquino stated that she is on the Friends of Victoria Manalo Draves Park Committee 
and Ms. Flynn from the Neighborhood Parks Council would attend the PAC meeting this 
month providing us with an update. Wednesday, January 10th is the Neighborhood Parks 
Council monthly meeting and the PCR meeting will be held on Monday, January 29th at 
the Gene Friend Recreation Center from 6:00-7:30 PM. 
 
Determination of Quorum (10:11 PM) 
Present: Ingrid Aquino (/10:09 AM), John Melone/SAN, and Raymon Smith 
 
Absent: John Markham, Jason Ortega and Dipak Patel 
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan 
 
Agency: Cathy Pickering 
 
Guests: Captain O’Leary and Narcotics Officers/SFPD Southern Station, Mr. Mendez 
and Ms. Newlin/DA’s Office 
 
Approval of minutes (10:13 PM) 
Motion: “To approve the minutes of the December 2006 Health, Safety & Human 
Services Committee.”  
 
Vote: Yes: 3 No: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
  
Agenda Order 10:14 PM) 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 
Motion: “To approve the agenda order as is.” 
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Vote:   Yes: 3  No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
  
Announcement of next Human Services Committee meeting 
The next Health, Safety & Human Services Committee will meet on Tuesday February 6, 
2007 at 12:00 noon. 
 
Agenda Item 7. ADA Compliant SRO Rooms by John Melone (10:16 PM) 
Mr. Melone announced that the majority of buildings in the South of Market and 
especially in the Project Area are not ADA compliant, particularly the public restrooms. 
There are no handrails, guardrails, etc., for showers in the hotels or apartments and this 
is of particular concern as most of the population is aging. Mr. Melone announced that 
any tenant could call and have their bathroom updated through the CHIPS Program. He 
stated that he would write an article about this subject for the SOMPAC newsletter to 
alert people in the area of this program. 
 
Ms. Aquino referred to last month’s meeting and wanted to know if Mr. Patel had been 
contacted with regard to a meeting with hotel owners to inform them of this program. Mr. 
Melone stated that there must be flyers in every hotel, an article in the newsletter and an 
overall education program to let people know that this program is available to them. SAN 
received federal funds for the CHIPS Program to install these rails and the program 
should be utilized. 
 
Mr. Smith stated that the Housing Committee should attend the next SRO Collaborative 
meeting to discuss this issue and request that they become active in pursuing the 
CHIPS Program. Mr. Melone stated that he would refer this to the Housing Committee 
for follow-up. He stated that most accidents in the home occur in the bathroom. The 
average age for this area is 61 and anyone over 50 should have handrails in their 
bathroom. Mr. Melone stated that he does not know why the Building Department is not 
doing anything about the ADA requirements. Of the first 100 cities on the list of California 
cities that are not ADA compliant, San Francisco is 100. We are 10 years behind other 
cities. 
 
CAPTAIN O’LEARY ARRIVES 
 
Mr. Melone stated that we should get the SRO hotels as a group and have a meeting at 
each hotel to inform tenants and owners of the CHIPS program. The owners should be 
required to do the public restrooms. Mr. Melone suggested that we do an educational 
program. Mr. Smith stated that along with the SRO’s we should get other groups in the 
area to assist in educating residents. He stated that he would put together an outline for 
a forum and bring it to the next HSHS meeting. Mr. Smith stated that he would contact 
other PAC members. As much as they have not been active in attending meetings, he 
believes they would be willing to work on this project. 
 
Agenda Item 6. PACland Crime Matters by SFPD (10:30 PM) 
Captain O’Leary introduced himself and announced that the Southern Station is holding 
steady at 125 officers. He stated that the numbers are always a concern and he noted 
that in 2004 we had 145 officers. Many officers are ready to retire and there have not 
been any graduating Police Academy classes to fill the positions. We currently have 
three recruits in training and will get 4-6 new officers from a class that is graduating this 
Friday. Even with this addition of new recruits there are six officers from Southern 
Station that will become sergeants, so we will lose these officers at the end of June. 
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Captain O’Leary announced that crime has remained steady from 2005 to 2006. There 
were three homicides in 2006. One next door at the 1015 Club that has not been solved, 
one shooting on 6th Street that has been solved and a mugging at 10th and Market 
Streets where the victim fell, hit their head and later died. This crime is solved but has 
not gone to court. The Southern District has the largest number of sex offenders, street 
robberies and drug activity in the city. Officers visit the registered sex offenders on a 
regular basis to ensure they are complying with the requirements of their parole. The 
department is using decoys for robbery abatement. This is a very dangerous detail so 
they are doing it every six weeks and making eight to twelve arrests each time. 
 
Officers are working on drug arrests every day. Every evening there are two officers on 
foot patrol between 6th and 4th Streets and Market and Howard. There are two additional 
foot patrol officers on Market Street. If anyone has concerns of a particular area relating 
to drug activity they can contact Captain O’Leary and he will address this with foot 
patrols. The 6th Street foot patrol officers are on duty from 3:00 PM until 1:00 AM. 
 
Mr. Melone stated that he has observed several pedestrians being hit by bicycles and 
has noticed a lot of drug sales on Minna Street at 6th. He wondered if we couldn’t get 
more foot patrols for this area. He stated that as part of the pedestrian safety campaign 
they would be going out in force to write on all sidewalk corners in chalk “No Bicycles”. 
Mr. Melone stated that they hope this will help educate people and prevent pedestrians 
from being injured. 
 
Mr. Melone referred to the senior buildings on the 300 block of Clementina Street and 
informed Captain O’Leary that they have lost their security patrols. He wondered if we 
couldn’t get the foot patrol officers to cover this area in the evening as there are mostly 
seniors in this area and they are frightened. Captain O’Leary stated that he would direct 
the foot patrol officers to walk the 300 block of Clementina Street. 
 
Mr. Smith mentioned the crowded sidewalks on 6th Street with people drinking, drug 
activity, etc., and stated that disabled people in wheelchairs must go out into the streets 
to avoid confrontations with these people. He would like to see the officers do something 
to alleviate this problem. 
 
Agenda Item 8. Bathroom Facilities on 6th Street by Ingrid Aquino(10:46 PM) 
Tabled until next month. 
 
 
Agenda Item 9. Pedestrian Safety by Raymon Smith (10:46 PM) 
Tabled until next month. 
 
Agenda Item 10. Drug Sales in SRO’s on Sixth Street by Gegory Mendez & Ethel 
Siegel Newlin/DA’s Office (10:46 PM) 
Mr. Mendez introduced himself as the Assistant District Attorney Neighborhood Liaison 
and Ms. Newlin who is the Director of Neighborhood Services at the District Attorney’s 
office. Two officers from the narcotics division of Southern Station were in attendance as 
well. 
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Mr. Mendez announced that with regard to narcotics sales on 6th Street and in the 
SRO’s he has reviewed police reports and researched what has happened with a few 
cases to give members a view of what happens in these situations. 
 
The first case involved two women as co-defendants that were arrested based on 
information provided by a confidential reliable informant (CRI) and a hotel manager. The 
women were living at the Henry Hotel and dealing a high amount of cocaine base. They 
were arrested on November 1, 2006 with 80 grams of base cocaine, over $1,000 in cash 
and the packaging materials for drug sales. Both women were bound over for trial. They 
were arraigned on January 4th and are set for trial on January 27th. The two women had 
no criminal record with the exception of one woman being previously sent to drug 
diversion. Mr. Mendez stated that because they were engaged in narcotic sales the 
police were able to get them off the street and he is sure they would both be convicted. 
 
The second case involves a CRI telling the police of someone in the Sunnyside Hotel 
selling an array of drugs including crack, heroin, marijuana, methadone, etc. This person 
was already on parole for assault with a deadly weapon. He had been convicted in 
January of 2006 but released early. With a case like this he will either be prosecuted for 
the drug offenses or referred to the parole office. If referred to the parole office, he will 
be sent back to prison for a parole violation. 
 
In the third case a defendant was arrested at the Baldwin Hotel with 28 grams of 
methamphetamine and 17 grams of heroin. He was arrested for possession with the 
purpose of sale. He pled guilty in December of 2005. He was sentenced on January 27, 
2006 and placed on probation for two years with conditions. Mr. Mendez stated that he 
recently ran this man’s rap sheet for San Francisco and the state of California and found 
that this man has remained arrest free. This shows that he takes these charges 
seriously. 
 
The last case involves a man at the Pontiac Hotel where a CRI told officers of a great 
deal of unusual foot traffic in this man’s room. Officers investigated and arrested the man 
with 28 grams of methamphetamine and over $400 in cash. The court released him 
under a supervised pre-trial release. This means he must report to the probation office 
five days a week and submit to drug testing. Frequently in a case like this, the person 
does not meet the pre-trial requirements and should not be released. A preliminary 
hearing was held and a pre-trial hearing will be held on January 23rd. 
 
Mr. Mendez reviewed these cases with members to show that we rely on the expertise 
of the officers to arrest people for drug trafficking and then we rely on the liberal 
persuasion of judges in this jurisdiction for sentencing. A narcotics officer stated that 
they need the cooperation of the residents and the hotel managers to make arrests in 
buildings. The police are well aware that there are numerous drug dealers on the street 
storing the drugs in the hotels, but they have to catch them doing this. 
 
Mr. Melone stated that there is a great deal of heroin dealing on Minna Street close to 
the Rose Hotel and you can purchase any kind of drug at the Dudley Apartments. The 
officer explained that they usually begin their day in court testifying on drug cases and 
then are out on the street making arrests by 12:00 PM. They sometimes work as late as 
midnight. He stated that they work closely with the District Attorney’s office and they 
always prosecute cases but the court system in San Francisco is the most lenient 
anywhere. Outside dealers come here to sell drugs because the sentences they face are 
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so much lighter than anywhere else. Fifty percent of dealers come from Richmond, CA. 
The officers work on a three-member team and had over 800 felony arrests in 2006. 
There are problems with recidivism and the San Francisco court system is very lenient 
on laws here. Outsiders come to San Francisco and rent SRO rooms to package and 
sell their drugs. Usually by the fifth or sixth arrest a defendant will go to jail. 
 
Ms. Aquino wondered if the judges here are so lenient due to the harm reduction model 
in San Francisco. Mr. Mendez stated that the discussion should be is, what should 
happen during local elections. The elected officials do not appreciate what residents go 
through and the toll this activity takes on a community. San Francisco is known as a 
place to commit crimes because the risk of prison is much less than other cities.  
 
Ms. Newlin stated that she helped develop a program in the Mission District called Court 
Watch. When there is an arrest in the area, residents learn of the court dates, show up 
and let the judges know how this affects their community. For those who cannot attend 
court hearings, letters could be written. This is something that can also be done for traffic 
court where the urinating in public cases go. 
 
Mr. Smith stated that this meeting today has shed light on things that we should be 
involved with. There is much to do to network with others to discuss issues of residents 
and build rapport. Ms. Aquino asked the officers if they were familiar with the Dudley 
Apartments on 6th Street. She stated that drug dealing occurs there constantly and while 
residents do not like it, there is a fear of being a snitch. The officers explained that they 
never bring citizen informant information to court so that person never has to appear and 
testify. They can usually make an arrest just on information provided. 
 
The narcotics officer mentioned that most of the auto boosting and street robberies are 
related to the drug crimes. He stated that often times when they raid a room they find a 
large amount of stolen belongings. A huge chunk of crime in this area is related to drugs. 
Mr. Melone stated that a lot of people on the 300 block of Clementina Street keep their 
cars parked in the lot on 5th Street and you can hear cars being broken into all night 
long. The officer suggested that the people who pay to park in this lot should contact the 
owner with regard to lighting and cameras. They should have the lot lit up like daytime at 
night to discourage auto break ins. He reminded everyone that it is important to use 
crime deterrents because the police cannot be everywhere. 
 
Mr. Smith referred to the use of cameras and wanted to know if the police feel this is an 
effective tool. The officer stated that there are 100 cameras in use throughout San 
Francisco, but the officers on the street do not have access to these cameras in real 
time. They do not know if anyone is watching the cameras at all times so the best use is 
for review after something happens. Mr. Mendez stated that there is a huge legal 
problem with regard to privacy rules applying to all citizens and someone viewing 
cameras at all times. This becomes a legal issue if the populace is under the constant 
eye of law enforcement. Ms. Newlin pointed out that the quality of the tapes must be of 
the highest quality to be able to stand up in court. Cameras can be a good deterrent but 
they do not always work to stop crime from happening. 
 
The narcotics officer provided his cell phone number and encouraged everyone to 
contact him if they see a crime occurring on 6th Street. 
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Agenda Item 11. Committee Member Announcements (11:47 PM) 
Refer to Chair’s Report. Ms. Aquino stated that due to the length of this meeting she 
would table items 8 and 9 until next month. Mr. Melone stated that he wanted to discuss 
item 8 right now because there is no public facility for anyone to use on 6th Street. He 
stated that people come to his office on Mission Street from outside the area and there 
should be a public restroom. It was pointed out that there was a pubic restroom located 
at 6th and Mission Streets but it was removed for constant drug and prostitution use. Mr. 
Smith stated that he has found many people would not use the public toilet but rather 
urinate right next to it. There are public facilities at the Gene Friend Recreation Center at 
6th and Folsom Streets as well as the Chevron Station at 6th and Harrison and 
McDonalds at 6th and Bryant. 
 
Public Comment (11:49 PM) 
 
 
Meeting Ended (11:49 PM) 

 
 

Ingrid Aquino 
Chair 

 


