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HEALTH, SAFETY & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Tuesday February 6, 2007 
10:00 AM 

 
Presiding Chair (12:06 PM) 
Ingrid Aquino 
 
Chair’s Report (12:06 PM) 
Ms. Aquino announced that she attended the Police Community Relations forum on 
January 29th. They formed groups of five and brainstormed on community issues that 
they would like to see addressed in the coming year. Ms. Aquino attended the Round 
Table Discussion on January 31st with fellow PAC members and members of the SOMA 
Stabilization Fund and the Western SOMA Citizens Planning Task Force. 
 
Determination of Quorum (12:07 PM) 
Present: Ingrid Aquino, John Melone/SAN, and Raymon Smith (/12:06 AM) (\12:30 PM) 
 
Absent: John Markham, Jason Ortega and Dipak Patel 
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan 
 
Agency: Mike Grisso and Cathy Pickering 
 
Guests: Captain O’Leary/SFPD Southern Station, Angel Cruz/Club Six 
 
Approval of minutes (12:08 PM) 
Motion: “To approve the minutes of the January 2007 Health, Safety & Human Services 
Committee.”  
 
Vote: Yes: 3 No: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
  
Agenda Order 12:09 PM) 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 
Motion: “To approve the agenda order as is.” 
 
Vote:   Yes: 3  No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
  
Announcement of next Human Services Committee meeting 
The next Health, Safety & Human Services Committee will meet on Tuesday March 6, 
2007 at 12:00 noon. 
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Agenda Item 7. Pedestrian Safety by Raymon Smith (12:10 PM) 
Mr. Smith announced that the Pedestrian Safety Committee of SAN meets on the third 
Wednesday of the month. He has been attending these meetings and stated that there 
would be a hearing on safety measures in three months. 
 
Mr. Melone stated that there would be signs painted on the sidewalks in chalk and spray 
paint reminding people that bicycles are not allowed on sidewalks. Too many people are 
being hit and injured by bicyclists. 
 
CAPTAIN O’LEARY ARRIVES 
 
Agenda Item 6. PACland Crime Matters by SFPD (12:11 PM) 
Captain O’Leary announced that there are currently130 officers stationed at the 
Southern District. He reminded everyone that this number is a snapshot in time due to 
transfers, retirements and new recruits. Captain O’Leary stated that there were 
approximately 25 people in attendance at the PCR forum on January 29th. They broke 
up into four groups to discuss safety issues in the area. It was interesting to note that 
three of the four groups rated pedestrian safety as the number one concern. Other 
issues to be addressed this year are drugs, violence and police/community relations. 
 
Captain O’Leary stated that there was a robbery this morning in the Mission. The 
robbers then proceeded to the South of Market to commit more robberies. The robberies 
began around 7:30 AM and the suspects were arrested by 8:30 AM. On another note, 
Captain O’Leary announced that the Southern Station beat the Central Station in a 
basketball tournament. 
 
Mr. Smith stated that he has heard rumors of people either jumping or being pushed out 
of windows on 6th Street and he wanted to know if this were true. Captain O’Leary 
explained that some people are desperate and try to call attention to themselves. The 
police and fire departments are called to talk them down. This happens on an average of 
once per day and the person is taken to San Francisco General for a psychiatric 
evaluation. Most of these people are from SRO hotels on 6th Street and off their 
medications. 
 
Agenda Item 8. Alley Streetscape Improvements by Cathy Pickering (12:16 PM) 
Mr. Grisso announced that the Agency is developing a scope of work for the alley 
streetscape improvements. This scope would include lighting, trees, sidewalks, bulb 
outs, etc. The American Institute of Architects is assisting with the designs and Mr. 
Grisso hopes to have something for the PAC to review in March. 
 
Agenda Item 9. Club Six Recommendation by Raymon Smith (12:18 PM) 
Mr. Smith announced that there have been complaints of sidewalk crowding in front of 
Club Six creating a safety concern. He stated that action has been taken to remedy this 
but more needs to be done. He asked Mr. Cruz to address these concerns. 
 
Mr. Cruz announced that he has hired two additional security guards for busy nights to 
control the crowds. One works on 6th Street and the other works on Jessie Street to 
monitor the crowd and the noise. He suggested that the PAC work on getting a stop sign 
or yield sign installed at 6th and Jessie as people cross the street at this corner on a 
regular basis and it is very dangerous. 
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Mr. Smith referred to the list of demands for Club Six and wanted to know what Mr. 
Cruz is doing about the suggestion of velvet ropes for crowd control. Mr. Cruz stated 
that he is against this idea as it blocks the other businesses on the street and people 
push them out into the sidewalk creating another safety issue. Mr. Smith stated that he 
would like to recommend forwarding the issues of Club Six to the Entertainment 
Commission for follow-up. 
 
Mr. Melone referred to the suggestion of traffic signs at 6th and Jessie and stated that it 
is a very difficult process to have traffic signs put in place. He wondered if we couldn’t 
get a sign placed at Jessie Alley, as currently there is no sign and the cars pull out into 
the intersection making it dangerous for pedestrians. Mr. Grisso explained that the 
Agency tried to get signs up during the streetscape project, but DPT did not want them 
because they cause traffic congestion. Mr. Melone stated that he is speaking of Jessie 
Street where it turns onto 6th Street. Captain O’Leary stated that he could write a letter 
to DPT on behalf of the PAC to have a stop sign installed on Jessie at the corner of 6th 
Street. Mr. Smith made a motion and Mr. Melone seconded the motion. 
Motion: The Health, Safety & Human Services Committee would refer the complaints 
regarding Club Six to the Entertainment Commission for follow-up.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 3  No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
 
Agenda Item 10. Draft SFRA Budget by Cathy Pickering (12:30 PM) 
Mr. Grisso stated that he is not sure why the budget is on the agenda. He is concerned 
that everything discussed is placed on committee agendas and he has nothing to 
present at this time. Mr. Grisso reminded members that he brought the budget to the full 
PAC and asked for member feedback at that time. Ms. Ban explained that in the past 
the budget was placed on each committee agenda for several months to allow members 
to discuss budgetary items as they might pertain to the committee’s work and the 
Implementation Plan. Mr. Grisso requested that in the future the agenda item state 
“Discussion of budget as presented at the January PAC meeting”. 
 
Agenda Item 11. Committee Member Announcements (12:34 PM) 
Mr. Melone announced that SAN’s pedestrian safety meeting is held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 10:00 AM at 965 Mission Street, Suite 700. 
 
Mr. Melone announced that SAN’s monthly meeting would be held at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral on Thursday, February 8th at 10:00 AM. The Director of MUNI will be in 
attendance to address questions, concerns and suggestions. 
 
Ms. Aquino announced that the Planning Department is conducting the Eastern 
Neighborhoods Workshop at the Gene Friend Recreation Center on February 13th at 
6:00 PM. 
 
Ms. Aquino announced that the Police Community Relations Forum would be held on 
Monday, February 26th at 6:00 PM. The location changes monthly and will be announced 
soon. Captain O’Leary explained that the meetings alternate monthly between the 
recreation Center, South Beach and another site in western SOMA. 
 
Mr. Melone announced that there would be a protest held to oppose the passage of 
Senate Bill 355. This bill will introduce a committee to look into privatizing Social 
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Security. The protest will be held at Senator Feinstein’s office located at 1 Post Street 
on February 14, 2007 at 11:00 AM. 
 
Public Comment (12:38 PM) 
 
 
Meeting Ended (12:38 PM) 

 
 

Ingrid Aquino 
Chair 

 


