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Advisory body to the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency

HEALTH, SAFETY & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
Tuesday April 3, 2007
12:00 Noon

Presiding Chair (12:12 PM)
Ingrid Aquino

Chair’s Report (12:12 PM)
It was agreed to begin with agenda item 6 while we await a quorum.

Determination of Quorum (12:24 PM)
Present: Ingrid Aquino, John Melone/SAN (/12:24 PM), and Raymon Smith

Absent: John Markham, Jason Ortega and Dipak Patel
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan

Agency: Cathy Pickering

Guests: Captain Denis O’Leary/SFPD Southern Station, Pam Matsuda/SAFE, Meital
Amitei and neighbors

Approval of minutes (12:25 PM)
Motion: “To approve the minutes of the March 2007 Health, Safety & Human Services
Committee.”

Vote: Yes: 3 No: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion Passes

Agenda Order (12:36 PM)

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11

Motion: “To approve the agenda order removing item 8 and adding item 11 regarding
signage at VMD Park and item 12 regarding Russ Street problems.”

Vote: Yes: 3 No: 0 Abstain: 0 Motion Passes
Announcement of next Human Services Committee meeting
The next Health, Safety & Human Services Committee will meet on Tuesday May 8th,

2007. After a brief discussion Ms. Aquino stated that she would set the time for the next
meeting at a later date.
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Agenda Item 6. PACland Crime Matters by SFPD (12:13 PM)

Captain O’Leary announced that staffing at the Southern Station is holding steady. In
order to maintain staffing, any officer on modified duty is placed at the front desk to free
up healthy officers for the streets. The only problem with this is that occasionally officers
on modified duty are taken from Captain O’Leary’s command to do other work for the
department and. Once an officer on modified duty is sent elsewhere, it is difficult to get
them back again once they are cleared for active duty.

Captain O’Leary referred to staffing on 6™ Street and stated that he has one officer
walking a beat from 6:00 AM to 4:00 PM and two officers walking the beat from 3:00 PM
to midnight. There were two shootings on 6™ Street that are related to gang activity.
There is a group of youth on 6" Street who call themselves “The Hustle Boyz” and they
congregate at the Gene Friend Recreation Center. United Playaz is addressing this
problem. Captain O’Leary announced that he has met with the DA and the City Attorney
to see if the SFPD could get an injunction against this group of youth. He stated that the
problem started with an assault in the Tenderloin with another group of youth from that
neighborhood and it has escalated from there. The police are trying to identify and certify
these youth and then obtain an injunction. In the meantime they are putting a lot of
pressure on these youth.

Captain O’Leary referred to the beat officers and stated that they are doing a great job
and serving a large number of warrants. He stated that one of the things they have been
seeing recently is that the Tenderloin Station has a new captain, Captain Jimenez, who
is cleaning up the Tenderloin and as a result many of the problems from the Tenderloin
are moving onto 6™ Street.

Captain O’Leary referred to Club Six and announced that there would be a hearing for
suspension at the Entertainment Commission in May. City Attorney Choi will present
the case against Club Six and request a 30-day suspension.

Ms. Aquino referred to the injunction against the youth and wanted to know if this were
the same as the injunctions that are being used against the gang members in the
Bayview and Western Addition. Captain O’Leary stated that it is the same type of
injunction and it states that the youth suspected of gang activity could not be at a
particular place, on a particular street, etc. If they show up at any of the places named in
the injunction, they are considered in contempt and can be arrested. The plainclothes
officers are currently working with the prosecutor with regard to the applicable penal
codes regarding gangs for the injunction.

Ms. Aquino stated that the west end of Minna Street at 6™ Street is seeing some very
heavy drug dealing. Captain O’Leary stated that this is what the SFRA has reported to
him and he has plainclothes officers working this area. A member of the public referred
to the “Hustle Boyz” and stated that they have moved to Russ Street. Mr. Smith offered
his praise to the Southern District and stated that we are beginning to see change.

Approval of the minutes and agenda were convened at this time due to a quorum.

Agenda Item 7. Pedestrian Safety by Katy Leidel (12:32 PM)
Skipped due to Ms. Leidel's absence.
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Agenda Item 8. Alley Streetscape Improvements by Cathy Pickering (12:33 PM)
To be removed and reviewed at the Economics Committee.

Agenda Item 9. Safety Concerns on 6™ Street by Meital Amitei (12:33 PM)

Ms. Amitei introduced herself as the Community Organizer with Safety Network and Ms.
Matsuda was introduced as the Director of SAFE. Ms. Ametei stated that she was
asked to attend today’s meeting to discuss 6" Street safety concerns.

Mr. Smith stated that he was shocked to find so much difficulty in getting city agencies
to get signage posted. He has made many calls and has found a great deal of talk, but
no action. He has waited almost one year with no action. He would like some assistance.
Ms. Matsuda wanted to know whether Mr. Smith was working with the MTA, DPT or
SAN. She explained that SAFE has a track record of working with specific people in city
departments. It helps her to know what people are doing and who they are talking to in
order for her to facilitate a solution. She would need for Mr. Smith to provide greater
details with regard to who he is working with and what they are doing to accomplish their
goals.

Ms. Amitei referred to signage and stated that since this is handled by specific
departments, it might be helpful to have a meeting with residents and the people in these
departments. She reminded everyone that there is more power in numbers and the more
residents you have at a meeting, the better. Ms. Amitei stated that it is best to begin
with one thing at a time and it is always possible to do a petition. She stated that the
Safety Network believes that the people who know the most about a community are the
people in the community and we could invite the MTA, DPT, etc to attend a meeting with
residents to address concerns. Safety Network works with people in a community from
the ground up to strategize one step at a time to solve problems within a community.

Mr. Melone stated that he requested a stop sign at Jessie and 6" Street one month ago
and he noticed it is now up. Ms. Ban stated that Captain O’Leary promised members
after the last HS & HS meeting that he would contact DPT and have a stop sign placed
at the intersection of 6™ and Jessie Streets. Mr. Melone stated that the community is
now working on having a crosswalk installed on Folsom Street near the new park. Ms.
Aquino stated that she would be willing to get signatures on a petition. Mr. Smith
requested that we invite Supervisor Daly, the Mayor’s Office and DPT to attend a
meeting, even if it requires a special meeting. Mr. Melone stated that Fiona Ma wants to
pass legislation on SB 23 requiring crosswalks at all schools and senior centers. She is
looking for a sponsor to pass this bill and he would suggest that the PAC sponsor this
bill. Ms. Ban suggested that members check with the Agency legal staff to see if
sponsoring legislative bills is something the PAC can do. She reminded members that
the PAC is here to advise the Agency and is not set up to sponsor state legislation. Ms.
Matsuda stated that SAFE has done a lot of work in this area.

Ms. Ametei stated that Safety Network is set up to respond to the needs of the
community with facilitation and meetings regarding specific issues such as the problems
surrounding Club Six, the 6™ Street Fair and the Restorative Justice Project. Ms.
Matsuda explained that SAFE is set up to assist with crime prevention and education,
specifically the Neighborhood Watch and Commercial Business Watch Programs. They
have helped set up Neighborhood Watch groups on many of the streets and alleys in the
South of Market. SAFE has a program called “Kids & Cops” where the officers teach
safety and read to the children at the different childcare facilities. They also work with the
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parents of the youth at the Gene Friend Recreation Center with regard to violence
prevention. SAFE participates in the 6™ Street Fair with the Southern Station and they
work very closely with Captain O’Leary.

Ms. Aquino referred to the problems at the Dudley Apartments and wondered if Ms.
Matsuda could assist the tenants with these problems. Ms. Matsuda stated that you
must get a tenants organization to work with Mercy Housing. Once the tenants are
organized, SAFE can assist in facilitating meetings with Mercy. Mr. Melone referred to
the Knox Hotel and wondered if SAFE could assist the residents there. Ms. Matsuda
stated that they could but the Knox has been resistant in the past. She offered to speak
to the tenant leader at the Knox. Mr. Smith stated that he lives at the Knox and he would
call Ms. Matsuda because there are issues that need to be addressed.

Agenda Item 10. Committee Member Announcements (1:00 PM)

Ms. Aquino referred to flyers for several meetings in the community. Staff agreed to
place the flyers in PAC member boxes. Ms. Aquino announced that she would be going
to Sacramento on April 18" to support SB 840. She provided a copy of the DPT Collision
Report and requested a copy for all members.

Mr. Melone announced that there would be a demonstration on Saturday, April 24™ at
noon. They will march from 24™ and Mission to a building where Ellis Act evictions are
taking place and they plan to take over the building.

Agenda Item 11. Signage at VMD Park by Raymon Smith (1:06 PM)

Mr. Smith announced that there have been numerous complaints by neighbors with
regard to activity at the new park. He stated that dogs are not being leashed and this has
caused some aggression and attacks on other dogs. Mr. Smith requested signage for
the park in November and he received a fax from the contractor that the signage would
go up on April 4™ when the park is turned over to the Recreation & Parks Department.
He stated that he does not trust them and he is assisting neighbors with a class action
lawsuit.

Agenda Item 12. Russ Street Neighbor Concerns by Raymon Smith (1:12 PM)

Mr. Smith announced that neighbors on Russ Street are complaining of problems with T
& H Auto Services. They complain of working on cars in the street, parking cars on the
street where the neighbors have to park and several other problems. The neighbors are
sending a letter to Jason Chan at the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services. Mr.
Smith would like the PAC to join in to help the neighbors do something about this auto
shop. Mr. Melone stated that these problems occur everywhere. Mr. Melone made a
motion and Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

Motion: “The HS & HS Committee recommends that the PAC support the Russ Street
neighbors in their efforts to address the problems at T & H Auto Services.”

Vote: Yes: 3 No: 0 Abstain: 0  Motion Passes
Public Comment (1:16 PM)
Meeting Ended (1:16 PM)
Ingrid Aquino
Chair
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