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  SOUTH  OF  MARKET  PROJECT  AREA  COMMITTEE  

 1035 FOLSOM STREET •  SAN FRANCISCO, CA  •  94103 

415.487.2166 Fax 415. 487.2169 • website: http://www.sompac.com 
Advisory body to the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 

  
 
 

GENERAL PAC 
Monday February 27, 2006 

6:00 PM 
 

        
 

Presiding Chair  (6:07 PM) 
Antoinetta Stadlman 

 
Roll Call by Secretary  (6:07 PM) 
Present: Marty Cerles, John Elberling  (\6:37 PM), Tracy Everwine/Urban Solutions, Henry 
Karnilowicz, Angus McCarthy, Wilma Parker, Dipak Patel, Nasir Patel (/6:36 PM), Charles 
Range/SOM Health Center, Antoinetta Stadlman and Mark Swenson (/6:08 PM) 
                     
Absent: Tammy Alpers, Don Marcos/SOMA Employment Center and David Wilbur/SF 
Tenants Union 
 
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan 

 
Agency Staff: Mike Grisso 
 
Guests: See Attached Guest Sign In Sheet 
 
Chairs Report (6:08 PM) 
 
Approval of Minutes (6:09 PM) 
Motion: “To approve the minutes of the January 2006 General PAC meeting.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 10 No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes  

   
Approval of Agenda  (6:10 PM) 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 
Motion: “To approve the agenda order as is.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 10 No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 

 
Announcement of next General PAC meeting 
Ms. Stadlman announced that the next General PAC meeting would be on Monday March 
20th, 2006 at 6:00 PM. 
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Agenda Item 6. Redevelopment Agency Report by Mike Grisso (6:11 PM) 
a. Housing Developments 
Mr. Grisso announced that 474 Natoma Street is the next parcel that the Agency would like 
to develop. He reminded everyone that previously this parcel was going to be developed as 
ownership housing, and the Agency would like to develop it as such. 
 
b. Other Developments 
Mr. Grisso announced that the Bayanihan Center is almost complete. He suggested that 
the PAC schedule a meeting there in the future, as there is a very nice meeting space at the 
center. Mr. Grisso stated that there has been a great deal of progress with the 6 on 6th 
program. Currently the Pontiac and the Minna Lee Hotels are expressing interest. The Alder 
Hotel’s renovation is complete and the 6th Street Sidewalk Project is complete with a few 
minor fixes taking place. 
 
Mr. Grisso referred to the update from Bindlestiff Theater last month and stated that he 
received a letter from Bindlestiff on Friday, but he has not had a chance to review it. As soon 
as he reviews the letter he will update the PAC. 
 
Ms. Parker referred to the ownership housing and wanted to know how long you would 
have to live in the home and if the owners were chosen through a lottery system. Mr. Grisso 
responded that it varies project to project. He stated that the homes are built affordable and 
must remain affordable. Ms. Parker wanted to know if there were time limits imposed before 
a property owner could sell. Mr. Grisso stated that the property owner could sell and leave 
but the unit must remain affordable. 
 
Agenda Item 7. Election of PAC Member Vacancies by Antoinetta Stadlman (6:15 PM) 
Ms. Stadlman announced that Ms. Grace was here tonight as a candidate for the 
residential owner/occupant vacancy. Ms. Grace stated that she has lived in the 
neighborhood for over 30 years and has always been very interested in what happens here. 
She is a teacher at the Art Institute and is very connected through her students who live and 
work in the area. Mr. McCarthy wanted to know if Ms. Grace was aware of the upcoming 
PAC elections and that she would have to run for her seat again very soon. Ms. Grace 
stated that she was aware of the elections. Mr. Elberling wanted to know where in the 
Project Area Ms. Grace lives. Ms. Grace responded that she lives on Clara Street. Mr. 
McCarthy made a motion and Mr. Patel seconded the motion. 
Motion: “The PAC nominates Sharon Grace to fill the vacant seat of Residential 
Owner/Occupant.” 
 
A roll call vote was taken. 
 
Those voting Yes: Marty Cerles, John Elberling/GP/TODCO, Tracy Everwine/Urban 
Solutions, Henry Karnilowicz, Angus McCarthy, Wilma Parker, Dipak Patel, Charles 
Range/SOM Health Center, Antoinetta Stadlman and Mark Swenson 
 
Those voting No: 0 
 
Those Abstaining: 0 
 
Vote:  Yes: 10 No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
 
Ms. Stadlman welcomed Ms. Grace to the PAC. 
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Agenda Item 9. New PAC Elections by Mike Grisso (6:18 PM) 
Mr. Grisso announced that the Board of Supervisors voted to amend the SOMPAC Articles 
of Formation and on January 16th of this year the Board voted to hold new PAC elections. 
They are currently looking for a place and date to hold the elections. The voting will take 
place all day and absentee ballots will be allowed. Mr. Grisso reminded everyone that all 
candidates would be required to declare themselves by filling out candidate statements.  
 
Mr. Grisso announced that the Agency does not agree with the elections and some 
concerns have been raised. The Plan Amendment has just been passed and time is needed 
to carry out the Plan. California Redevelopment Law states that three years are given after 
the Plan is passed for the implementation of the Plan. The Agency’s legal department is 
looking into this at this time but the Board of Supervisors passed legislation for new 
elections anyway. The Agency thinks this is not a good policy decision and it is inconsistent 
with California Redevelopment Law. The Agency was not formally consulted on this. 
However, the Agency will carry out their duties and assist the Department of Elections. 
 
Mr. McCarthy stated that most of us thought that new elections were a matter of law and 
had to be done. He stated that he wanted to be clear about what is required. Now Mr. 
Grisso is telling us that the law does not require new elections. Mr. Grisso stated that the 
Board of Supervisors disagreed with the Agency by a vote of 7-2 for new elections. He 
stated that the Agency thinks this is not good policy. The Articles of Formation state that the 
Board of Supervisors has the right to amend the Articles. The Agency believes that a 
legislative body should not fiddle with the Project Area Committees. 
 
Ms. Parker wanted to know what the cost of this election would be and where the funds for 
this election would come from. Mr. Grisso responded that the election would be funded with 
SOM tax increment dollars. $50,000 was budgeted into the PAC’s budget for elections, but 
Mr. Grisso is not sure of the total cost for the election at this time. He announced that there 
would be a public information meeting with notice going to every resident, property owner 
and business owner in the Project Area, as these are the people that would be eligible to 
vote but they must register. Mr. Range wanted to know how many seats would be on the 
new PAC. Mr. Grisso stated that there would be 22 seats. The composition is to remain the 
same with the exception of adding a Bessie Carmichael parent. Mr. Elberling wanted to 
know if a date had been set for the new elections. Mr. Grisso stated that a date has not yet 
been set, however, they are looking at the end of April or beginning of May. They must first 
locate a site for the elections and make all other arrangements.  
 
Agenda Item 8. Planning Department Presentation by Susan Exline (6:36 PM) 
Ms. Exline from the Planning Department was introduced and presented information on the 
Eastern SOMA Neighborhoods Plan. She referred to the property zoning and stated that 
zoning would remain the same except for Western SOMA who asked to be removed from 
the process. Mr. Cerles inquired about height limits. Ms. Exline explained that heights 
would be allowed up to 85 feet on the arterial streets sloping down to 40 feet on the alleys. 
She reminded everyone that the Eastern SOMA Plan is currently going through an 
Environmental Review and should be certified by February 2007. Mr. Elberling asked about 
interim controls. Ms. Exline stated that there are interim controls in place but that there is 
not a lot of support for them. 
 
Ms. Exline referred to parking and stated that the proposal is not to require parking, but 
there would be a maximum of 1 parking space per unit of housing. Businesses must have a 
minimum of 5,000 square feet to require parking. 
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Ms. Exline referred to the open space map and stated that the challenge for South of 
Market is that there is not a lot of undeveloped land for parks and open space. She stated 
that they are looking at creating green streets and smaller pocket parks. The idea is to make 
the area more bicycle and pedestrian friendly. They have a consultant looking at the needs 
of the neighborhood for community benefits. One idea is to require big developers to provide 
open space in their projects. Ms. Parker commented that there is no way we could have all 
this open space when they want us to house everyone. 
 
Mr. Cerles stated that we went through this process several years ago and he wondered if 
that process were shelved, or was this process the same one. Ms. Exline explained that this 
is the same process and it is now going through the environmental review as well as looking 
at transportation and greening. Mr. Cerles wanted to know if you could zone for specific 
housing types. Ms. Exline stated that you could and the inclusionary housing requirement 
would be 12%. They would be looking at how much affordable housing the community 
requires. 
 
Ms. Exline stated that they hope to adopt this plan soon after the environmental review is 
complete in February 2007. The Transportation Authority is looking into the possibility of 
making Folsom Street a two-way boulevard. This requires its own environmental review and 
would take awhile. 

 
Agenda Item 10. Reports by Committee Chairs (7:12 PM) 
Ms. Stadlman announced that Mr. Roh has moved from the neighborhood and had to 
resign his seat as an SRO Residential Tenant as well as Chair of the Crime & Safety 
Committee. She stated that the Human Services Committee scheduled for March 8th would 
be cancelled. 

 
Public Comment (7:13 PM) 

 
 

Meeting Adjourned (7:13 PM) 
 

 
Antoinetta Stadlman 

Chair 
 


