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  SOUTH  OF  MARKET  PROJECT  AREA  COMMITTEE  

 1035 FOLSOM STREET •  SAN FRANCISCO, CA  •  94103 

415.487.2166 Fax 415. 487.2169 • website: http://www.sompac.com 
Advisory body to the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 

  
 

 
GENERAL PAC 

Monday June 26, 2006 
6:00 PM 

           
 

Presiding Interim Chair (6:09 PM) 
Mark Swenson 

 
Roll Call (6:15 PM) 
Present: Ingrid Aquino, Angelica Cabande/Bindlestiff Studio, William Curry III, Teresa 
Dulalas/Bessie Carmichael Parent, Sharon Grace, David Hammon, Andrew Hart (/6:15 PM), 
Jerry Longoria, Don Marcos/SOM Employment Center (/6:19 PM), John Markham, John 
Melone/Senior Action Network, Jason Ortega (/6:15 PM), Raymon Smith and Mark Swenson 
                     
Absent: Rudy Corpuz, Jr./United Playaz, Chris Durazo/SOMCAN, Misha Olivas, Dipak 
Patel, Sam Patel, Charles Range/SOM Health Center and Marie Romero 
 
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan 

 
Agency Staff: Mike Grisso and Jeff White 
 
Guests: See Attached Guest Sign In Sheet 
 
Agenda Item 4. Election o Interim Chair (6:16 PM) 
Mr. Smith proposed electing an interim chair before we begin the meeting. He nominated 
Mr. Swenson as the senior member in attendance from the previous PAC. 
Motion: “For Mr. Swenson to be interim chair until a permanent chair is elected.” 
 
A roll call vote was taken 
 
Those voting Yes: Ingrid Aquino, Angelica Cabande/Bindlestiff Studio, William Curry 
III, Teresa Dulalas/Bessie Carmichael Parent, Sharon Grace, David Hammon, Andrew 
Hart, Jerry Longoria, John Markham, John Melone/Senior Action Network, Jason 
Ortega, Raymon Smith and Mark Swenson 
 
Those voting No: 0 
 
Those Abstaining: 0 
 
Vote:  Yes: 13  No: 0  Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
 
Mr. Swenson is the interim chair for the first meeting of the newly elected PAC. 
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Approval of Agenda  (6:18 PM) 
1,2,3,4,5,6 
Motion: “To approve the agenda order as is.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 13 No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 

 
Announcement of next General PAC meeting 
Mr. Swenson announced that the next General PAC meeting would be on Monday July 
17th, 2006 at 6:00 PM. 
 
Agenda Item 5. New PAC Member Introductions (6:19 PM) 
Mr. Hammon introduced himself as the Service Business Owner and stated that he runs a 
print shop called Graphic Reproductions on the corner of Natoma and 6th Street. This is his 
first PAC meeting. 
 
Ms. Dulalas introduced herself as the Parent from Bessie Carmichael School. She has lived 
in the area for many years, has two children at Bessie Carmichael School/Filipino Education 
Center and is concerned for the families in the area. 
 
Mr. Smith introduced himself as a representative for SRO Residential Tenants. He moved 
to this area several years ago and has a great interest in improving the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Longoria introduced himself as a representative for SRO Residential Tenants. He has 
lived at the Bayanihan House since it reopened and he is glad to be here. 
 
Mr. Melone introduced himself as the representative in the CBO category representing 
Senior Action Network. He stated that his roots are on the 6th Street corridor. He was a 
member of the 6th Street Tenants Association since the Loma Prieta earthquake and helped 
to get 800 units of housing built on 6th Street. 
 
Mr. Markham introduced himself as a representative for SRO Residential Tenants. He 
stated that he lives at the Seneca Hotel and wants to be involved in the neighborhood. He 
thanked Antoinetta Stadlman, the chair of the previous PAC for providing him the 
information regarding these elections. 
 
Mr. Curry introduced himself as the Property Owner/Non-Occupant representative. He has 
owned property in the project area for many years and is looking forward to improving the 
area. 
 
Mr. Ortega introduced himself as a representative for SRO Residential Tenants. He stated 
that he has lived here for many years and is a first generation Filipino/American. 
 
Ms. Cabande introduced herself as the representative of Bindlestiff Studios. She 
announced that Bindlestiff Studios has been in the neighborhood since the 1990’s and 
members of Bindlestiff have been involved in PAC meetings over the years. 
 
Ms. Aquino introduced herself as a representative of Residential Tenants. She has lived in 
the area for three years. Ms. Aquino is a mother of five and grandmother of eight. She 
wants to help improve the neighborhood. 
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Mr. Swenson introduced himself as the Wholesale Business representative. He stated that 
he has been involved in the PAC since 2001 when his business faced relocation due to the 
rebuild of the Plaza Hotel. 
 
Ms. Grace introduced herself as a Property Owner representative. She is a teacher and 
artist with many students and former students living and working in the area. Ms. Grace has 
lived in the neighborhood for over 30 years and has been involved in PAC meetings for 
several years. 
 
Mr. Marcos introduced himself as the representative of the South of Market Employment 
Center. He has been a PAC member since its original inception in 1997 and feels honored 
to be reelected. The Employment Center provides all of the employment training for jobs in 
the YBC area. 
 
Mr. Hart introduced himself as a representative of SRO Residential Tenants. He has lived 
and worked in the area for 16 years and is a current resident of the Alder Hotel for the past 6 
years.  
 
Mr. Grisso introduced himself as the Project Manager for SOMPAC and the Transbay 
Project Area. He has been at the Redevelopment Agency for three years. Mr. Grisso is a 
San Francisco native and spent time in New York as a teacher. He stated that he took this 
job for the same reason as many PAC members. Mr. Grisso wants to improve this area. 
 
Mr. White introduced himself as a member of the Housing Division at the Redevelopment 
Agency for four years. He has worked on the rehabilitation of the Dudley Hotel and currently 
the Seneca Hotel. Mr. White has worked on several other rehabilitation projects as well.  
 
Agenda Item 6. Redevelopment Agency Report by Mike Grisso (6:28 PM) 
Mr. Grisso announced that he would provide new members with an overview of 
Redevelopment. He stated that redevelopment has to do with physical improvements to an 
area. As defined by California Community Redevelopment Law it means the alteration, 
redevelopment or rehabilitation of physical structures in order to alleviate blight. 
Redevelopment can include the provision of infrastructure such as streets, open space and 
other public facilities. 
 
Mr. Hart referred to eminent domain and wanted to know if this were in the Bill of Rights. Mr. 
Grisso stated that he believes so. He referred to conflict of interest and stated that a 
presentation would be made next month by the Agency’s legal counsel. All members will 
have to complete the conflict of interest forms as required by the Fair Political Practices Act. 
When a member has a conflict, not only must they remove themselves from a vote, they 
must not participate in the conversation and must recuse themselves. 
 
Mr. Grisso gave an overview of blighting conditions, tax-increment financing, sustainable 
development, the Project Area boundaries and several achievements over the years. He 
reviewed the process of the Plan Amendment and explained what the Plan does. Mr. 
Grisso reviewed the limitations of eminent domain and explained the role of the PAC. 
 
Mr. Smith referred to the current program with MJM Management relating to street cleaning 
and wanted to know if this includes sidewalks. He expressed concerns due to the large 
pigeon population and the increase in meningitis associated with sweeping the sidewalks, 
raising all the dust from pigeon droppings. Mr. Grisso stated that MJM steam cleans twice a 
month and with the façade loans the Agency is offering pigeon deterrents for buildings. He 
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suggested anyone noticing a particularly bad area to give him a call and he will have 
someone take care of it. Mr. Smith mentioned concerns over the food distribution and take-
out programs in the area. He stated that people get the food and what they do not want they 
throw into the street or dump on the sidewalks for the pigeons. Mr. Grisso stated that these 
are excellent points that should be put on future agendas. 
 
Ms. Aquino referred to the Hugo Hotel and wanted to know what the status of this property 
was. Mr. Grisso stated that there is no question that the Hugo is a blighted and abandoned 
building. The previous PAC passed a resolution for the Agency to take action on this 
property. The Agency has been in discussions with the owner but there is nothing to report 
at this time. 
 
Mr. Swenson referred to the sidewalk improvement project and wanted to know if the 
project was complete and if so, what is the epoxy painted on the sidewalks on upper 6th 
Street. Mr. Grisso explained that the project is now complete. Some of the sidewalks were 
still in very good condition so they decided to just paint over them. These sidewalks have 
been reviewed and the Agency does not like the way that they look so they will look into 
replacing them at a later date. 
 
Mr. Melone referred to the J.C. Deceaux pay toilets that were supposed to have been 
installed on 6th Street and wanted to know what happened to them. Mr. Grisso stated that 
he was not aware of any toilets being installed on 6th Street. Mr. Melone stated that they 
were in the plans from 1990 and were supposed to be installed between Market and 
Harrison Streets. Mr. Smith referred to pedestrian safety and stated that he shares the 
concerns of this area not meeting the needs of pedestrians. Mr. Grisso stated that DPT was 
lobbied for a crosswalk mid-way on 6th Street. He stated that we could invite a 
representative of DPT to a future PAC meeting to discuss concerns of pedestrian safety. 
 
There was a discussion regarding committees of the PAC. The committees of the previous 
PAC consisted of Housing, Human Services, Crime & Safety, Economics and Executive. Mr. 
Swenson recommended that we look at the previous committees and move forward from 
there. Mr. Melone stated that he wants housing to be discussed. Ms. Dulalas referred to 
the new park and wanted to know if we could help to get the bathrooms installed. Mr. 
Grisso stated that the police say it is a bad idea to have bathrooms at the new park and the 
Agency could not fund a project of the Recreation and Parks Department. 
 
Mr. Markham suggested a motion to adopt the previous committees of the PAC. Ms. 
Cabande requested that we table a decision on committees until next month when all 
members have had an opportunity to review the orientation material and have more 
knowledge of the committees. It was agreed to table the motion and determine committees 
at a later date. 
 
Mr. Marcos referred to the Plan Amendment and stated that we have 14 more years to 
implement the plan. He wanted to know once the plan is over, who would monitor that the 
Agency has met the goals and that the area would not just revert back to blight. He wanted 
to know what would stop wealthy people from coming in and buying up the entire area once 
the plan is complete. Mr. Grisso explained that there is no governmental agency to oversee 
that the plan is carried out. There is the PAC and other community bodies. 
 
Mr. Smith requested that we close out the agenda items and open the meeting to public 
comment. He suggested that we select a chair and other officers next month as well as how 
we will run our meetings (i.e. Roberts Rules, etc.) Ms. Dulalas referred to family housing 
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and stated that it is important to retain family housing, as there are many families within the 
boundaries of the project area. Mr. Grisso stated that we could look at this but there is no 
family housing currently being built. He stated that the Mercy project would not be exclusive 
of families. 

 
Public Comment (7:18 PM) 
Mr. Garrison stated that this PAC is acting without current governing laws. He stated that 
the PAC might want to look at this to determine if they want to adopt by-laws to follow and 
that would also help the public in being able to follow the meetings. 
 
Mr. Karnilowicz introduced himself as a former PAC member and congratulated all new 
members. He stated that it is important to remember that the Redevelopment Agency is a 
bricks and mortar agency, not a social service agency. He referred to the public toilets that 
were mentioned during this meeting and stated that there was one public toilet on the 
southwest corner of 6th and Mission Streets. This toilet was removed because it was being 
used for drug dealing and prostitution. 
 
Ms. Stadlman introduced herself as a former PAC member of 9 years and chair for 6 of 
those years. She stated that what Mr. Karnilowicz stated about the Agency being a bricks 
and mortar agency was true but the police captain always attended the Crime & Safety 
Committee meetings and was always very responsive to member concerns. It was one way 
to get things done in the area. Ms. Stadlman offered her business card to any new member 
that would like to speak to her with any concerns or questions of the past years. 

 
Meeting Adjourned (7:30 PM) 

 
 

Mark Swenson 
Interim Chair 

 


