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  SOUTH  OF  MARKET  PROJECT  AREA  COMMITTEE  

 1035 FOLSOM STREET •  SAN FRANCISCO, CA  •  94103 

415.487.2166 Fax 415. 487.2169 • website: http://www.sompac.com 
Advisory body to the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 

  
 
 

GENERAL PAC 
Monday July 17, 2006 

6:00 PM 
           
 

Presiding Interim Chair (6:11 PM) 
Mark Swenson 

 
Roll Call (6:11 PM) 
Present: Ingrid Aquino, Angelica Cabande/Bindlestiff Studio, Rudy Corpuz, Jr./United 
Playaz (/6:12 PM), William Curry III, Chris Durazo/SOMCAN, Jerry Longoria, Don 
Marcos/SOM Employment Center (/6:38 PM), John Markham, John Melone/Senior Action 
Network, Jason Ortega, Dipak Patel, Sam Patel (/6:14 PM), Charles Range/SOM Health 
Center, Raymon Smith and Mark Swenson 
                     
Absent: Teresa Dulalas/Bessie Carmichael Parent, Sharon Grace, David Hammon, Andrew 
Hart, Misha Olivas and Marie Romero 
 
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan 

 
Agency Staff: Mike Grisso, Cathy Pickering and Penny Nakatsu 
 
Guests: See Attached Guest Sign In Sheet 
 
Chairs Report (6:12 PM) 
Mr. Swenson reminded everyone that we must select committees soon. He announced that 
we would have a street cleaning presentation tonight. 
 
Approval of Minutes (6:14 PM) 
Motion: “To approve the minutes of the June 2006 General PAC meeting.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 14 No: 0  Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
 
Approval of Agenda (6:16 PM) 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 
Motion: “To approve the agenda order as is.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 14 No: 0  Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
 
Announcement of next General PAC meeting 
Mr. Swenson announced that the next General PAC meeting would be on Monday August 
21st, 2006 at 6:00 PM. 
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Agenda Item 6. Redevelopment Agency Report by Mike Grisso (6:17 PM) 
b. Other Developments 
Mr. Grisso welcomed new members that were not in attendance last month. He introduced 
Cathy Pickering, Assistant Project manager and Penny Nakatsu, Deputy General Counsel 
for the Agency. 
 
Mr. Grisso announced that next month he would have two contracts for review by the PAC. 
The first contract would be for Urban Solutions to conduct outreach for the façade and 
tenant improvement loans for the 6th on 6 programs. Next month Urban Solutions would be 
making a presentation on their scope of services provided for in the contract. The second 
contract is for the South of Market Employment Center and Mr. Marcos would be making a 
presentation next month on the services they provide. 
 
a. Housing Developments 
Mr. Grisso announced that the Agency is currently working on the RFP for the 474 Natoma 
Street site. This RFP would be for an affordable housing project and Mr. Grisso expects to 
have it ready for PAC review by September. 
 
Mr. Grisso introduced Jenny McNulty, Executive Director of Urban Solutions. They have 
been in existence since 1992. Urban Solutions received a contract from the Agency to 
increase the commercial vitality and economic improvement for 6th Street. They provide 
assistance to SOMBA, a local business association and manage the 6 on 6th façade and 
tenant improvement program. Business owners can receive design grants of $3,000 and 
matching grants in amounts up to $9,500. Ms. McNulty reminded everyone that the PAC 
was instrumental in getting the program approved in 2002-03. 
 
Urban Solutions does work in the area to attract businesses and they play a motivational 
role with owners to assist them in cleaning out their retail spaces to prepare them for 
leasing. In the last two months they have assisted in four leases being signed for 
businesses on 6th Street. These new businesses include a dry cleaner, sewing and 
alteration business, a café and deli at the Alder Hotel and Hair Masters by Ralph, a hair 
salon on the ground floor of the Seneca Hotel. There are several other businesses looking 
at space on 6th Street.  
 
Ms. Durazo wanted information regarding programs Urban Solutions offers to retain service 
and light industrial businesses. Ms. McNulty stated that Urban Solutions provides loan-
packaging services for businesses and they just assisted a glass manufacturing business in 
the area. Mr. Grisso reminded everyone that the façade and tenant improvement loans are 
open to all businesses. Mr. Smith wanted to know what the plans are for new businesses 
with regard to hiring within the community. Ms. McNulty explained that Urban Solutions 
encourages businesses to hire through the South of Market Employment Center, although 
most new businesses are first generation immigrants and they usually hire family members.  
 
Agenda Item 7. MJM Management Group Presentation of Maintenance & Landscaping 
Services on 6th Street by Mary McCue (6:32 PM) 
Mr. Grisso introduced Mary McCue of MJM Management Group. He stated that the PAC 
previously approved the street-cleaning contract and Ms. McCue was here tonight to give a 
brief overview and answer questions from members. 
 
Ms. McCue announced that MJM has a 24-hour number for anyone to call with concerns 
regarding steam cleaning, graffiti and garbage. She stated that they now have enough 
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interest to provide a phone number specific to this area for people to call with any problem 
areas they see. 
 
Ms. McCue stated that they have done extensive bird abatement in the YBC area. She has 
information from contractor’s that specialize in bird abatement and would be happy to 
participate in any PAC committees relating to street cleaning, graffiti, bird abatement, etc. 
 
Ms. McCue introduced Tajiri Winesberry. Mr. Winesberry is the Operational Supervisor at 
MJM and Ms. Cora Escual is the Assistant Operational Supervisor. They can assist with 
plants with regard to the watering and replacement of trees. MJM cares for the street trees 
by pruning, fertilizing and watering. They have a palm expert to monitor the new palm trees 
prior to the expiration of the warranties to ensure the palms remain healthy. MJM provides 
“no trespassing,” signs to help with some of the illegal activity that takes place in the area. 
These signs are posted on properties and a copy is registered with the police department. 
Once this is done, the police are required to make drive by calls. Ms. McCue explained that 
MJM removes graffiti or paints over it if removal is too difficult, they paint and keep the trash 
cans clean but she realizes the biggest problem is the mess from the pigeons. 
 
Mr. Smith stated that he commends MJM for all that they are doing to keep the area clean. 
He would like to know what could be done about people bringing food to the area and 
feeding the pigeons. He pointed out that when property owners sweep the dried pigeon 
droppings it creates dust that is hazardous for people with respiratory issues. Ms. McCue 
stated that MJM must have permission from property owners to post signs warning people 
not to feed the pigeons. She reminded everyone that if they call MJM, she would have her 
employees on the street address the problem with those feeding the pigeons. 
 
Mr. Grisso stated that we could all agree that the pigeons make a mess. He could speak to 
the owners regarding bird deterrents and members could help by calling him and letting him 
know of the worst areas so he could talk to the owners. Mr. Smith stated that he provided 
the information to the Director of the Department of Public Health. Mr. Grisso suggested 
that member’s call him first as the health department may not be aware of the various 
programs available in the project area. Ms. McCue stated that she would work with the 
owners with regard to pigeon abatement and she would provide training for her staff to 
enable them to deal with people on the street that feed the pigeons. 
 
Mr. Melone mentioned urinating in public and stated that this is out of control. He sees this 
happening all day from his window. Ms. McCue stated that MJM hoses down the streets 
and alleys all the time but the urinating in public continues to be a problem. Mr. Grisso 
stated that urinating in public is out of control but this is a police matter and they don’t seem 
to want to address it. Mr. Range pointed out that garbage dumping in the alleys is a real 
problem in this area. 
 
Mr. Markham referred to a tree on Stevenson Street that has been cut to the ground and 
wanted to know if this tree would be replaced. Ms. McCue stated that someone broke the 
tree and MJM then cut it to the ground so as not to be a safety issue. They could replace the 
tree and she would be happy to discuss this at a later time. Mr. Swenson wanted to know 
what the timeframe was for the tree warranties. Ms. McCue stated that some trees have 90-
day warranties and the palms have a 12-month warranty. 
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Agenda Item 8. Conflict of Interest Presentation by Penny Nakatsu, Deputy General 
Counsel, SFRA (6:54 PM) 
Mr. Grisso introduced Penny Nakatsu, Deputy General Counsel for the Redevelopment 
Agency. He announced that Ms. Nakatsu was here tonight to review the Fair Political 
Practices and Conflict of Interest for new members. 
 
Ms Nakatsu gave all members packets with the Conflict of Interest forms that must be 
completed and returned to the Agency within 30 days (by August 26th). Continuing PAC 
members may not need to fill a new form out unless they have changes. These forms must 
be filled out whenever you assume office. Forms must be filled out again when vacating or 
resigning from the PAC. She explained that all public officials must complete these forms. 
Ms. Nakatsu gave everyone a handout of a brief overview of the Economic Conflict of 
Interest Requirements and the Community Redevelopment Law Health and Safety Code 
sections 33130 and 33130.5. This was followed by a power point presentation. 
 
Ms. Nakatsu referred to economic conflict laws and stated that any contract is void if it is 
made by a financially interested public official. The law limits leases and acquisition of 
property after a Redevelopment Project Area is created and requires written disclosure of 
Project Area property interests. These laws apply to Redevelopment Agency officers and 
employees, Commission, PAC and CAC members. It is okay to reopen a business or 
acquire property substantially equal to interest held at least three years before the Project 
Area is selected and it is okay to purchase or rent property for your personal residential use. 
 
Government code 87100 prohibits a public official’s participation in a decision that could 
foreseeably and materially affect certain economic interests. Government code 1090 makes 
a contract void if a financially interested public official participates in the decision. Members 
must disqualify themselves from a decision if the decision has a foreseeable impact on any 
of the following: a business or investment interest of at least a $2,000 value, real property 
worth at least $2,000 or a source of income to a spouse or state registered domestic partner 
of $500. A material impact on a public official’s interest is also presumed if the public official 
receives gifts from a single source totaling $360 or more in the past 12 months or if the 
public official is promised income of $500 or more within the past 12 months. If a public 
official has a property in a Survey or Project Area that is the subject of a decision that would 
give the official a material financial effect, they must disqualify themselves from a decision 
regarding the property. The only time this would not apply is when the general public would 
have the same impact or benefit as the PAC member. 
 
If a PAC member has a conflict they must disclose this by stating “I will not be participating 
in the decision on this matter because I may have a conflict of interest.” The member must 
leave the PAC table for the discussion and decision and it must be recorded in the minutes 
of the meeting. If a public official participates in a decision on a contract that they may have 
an interest in, the court can order the interested public official to pay the public agency for 
the cost of an illegal contract. If the PAC member is a CBO representative with business 
before the PAC, they should have another employee or official from the organization present 
to the PAC. You would not be required to disqualify yourself if you were a non-salaried 
member of a nonprofit organization. 
 
Sanctions for violations of Conflict of interest can include FPPC fines up to $5,000 per 
violation, civil lawsuits, criminal prosecution and disqualification from public office. Members 
are recommended to seek legal advice well in advance of a decision before the PAC. 
Written advice should be sought at least 21 days prior and telephone advice at least a week 
ahead of time. If any member believes there is a possible conflict of interest they should 
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contact the Agency’s legal division for advice before participation. Information can be 
obtained from the FPPC website at www.fppc.ca.gov or a copy of the Good Government 
Guide can be obtained from the San Francisco City Attorney website at 
www.sfgov.org/cityattorney. Ms. Nakatsu urged members with any questions or concerns to 
contact her. The forms need to be returned to the Agency by August 26, 2006. 

 
Agenda Item 9. Bylaw Discussion (7:48 PM) 
Mr. Patel made a motion and Mr. Markham seconded the motion. 
Motion: “To table the Bylaw discussion until the August 2006 General PAC meeting.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 15 No: 0  Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
 
Mr. Range inquired if the previous PAC bylaws carryover to the new PAC. Ms. Nakatsu 
stated that they do. 
 
Agenda Item 10. Election of PAC Officers (7:50) 
Mr. Swenson stated that the PAC needs to name a presiding chair to oversee the election. 
It was agreed that Mr. Range would be the presiding chair for the election of a new PAC 
chair. Mr. Range called for nominations. Mr. Patel nominated Mr. Swenson for the chair 
position. Mr. Markham nominated Ms. Durazo and Mr. Longoria nominated Mr. Smith. Mr. 
Range made a motion to close the nominations. 
Motion: To close nominations for chair of the PAC.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 15 No: 0  Abstain: 0 Motion Passes 
 
Each candidate gave a brief statement. 
 
Mr. Swenson stated that he believes the main function of a chair is to move the meeting 
along in a fair manner so that all are heard. He stated that the meetings should be kept to 
the point so as not to waste time. Mr. Swenson has experience with business meetings.  
 
Ms. Durazo stated that she runs many meetings, has an interest in outreach to get more 
people interested in the PAC, and would like to put more energy into the PAC. She is 
interested in having a balance with many interests on the PAC and in the neighborhood.  
 
Mr. Smith announced that he would first like members to know of his expectations for 
members. He wants all members to make the effort to meet the quorum at 6:00 PM. He 
would like for all members to have access to e-mail to ensure more efficient communication. 
Mr. Smith stated that he has experience as student body president at City College and the 
University of North Carolina. He has 22 years of government experience in mediation and 
he would like everyone’s attention to be focused on the issues. Mr. Smith would like the 
PAC to review past issues so we are not repeating issues and wasting funds. 
 
A vote was taken. 
 
Those voting for Chris Durazo: Angelica Cabande/Bindlestiff Studio, Rudy Corpuz, 
Jr./United Playaz, Chris Durazo/SOMCAN, Don Marcos/SOM Employment Center, 
John Markham, John Melone/Senior Action Network and Jason Ortega 
 
Those voting for Mark Swenson: Ingrid Aquino, William Curry III, Dipak Patel, Sam 
Patel, Charles Range/SOM Health Center and Mark Swenson 
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Those voting for Raymon Smith: Jerry Longoria 
 
Mr. Smith abstained from the vote. 
 
Vote: Chris Durazo: 7 Mark Swenson: 6  Raymon Smith: 1 
 
A runoff vote was held between Ms. Durazo and Mr. Swenson. 
 
Those voting for Chris Durazo: Angelica Cabande/Bindlestiff Studio, Rudy Corpuz, 
Jr./United Playaz, William Curry III, Chris Durazo, Jerry Longoria, Don Marcos/SOM 
Employment Center, John Markham, John Melone/Senior Action Network, Jason 
Ortega and Raymon Smith 
 
Those voting for Mark Swenson: Ingid Aquino, Dipak Patel, Sam Patel, Charles 
Range/SOM Health Center and Mark Swenson 
 
Vote: Chris Durazo: 10  Mark Swenson: 5 
 
Ms. Durazo is elected chair of the PAC. Members congratulated Ms. Durazo on her new 
position. 
 
Mr. Melone made a motion and Mr. Markham seconded the motion. 
Motion: To have the Bylaw discussion as the first agenda item at the August General PAC 
meeting and to recommend all members send Bylaw change suggestions to the PAC office 
before August 16th. 
 
Vote:  Yes: 13 No: 1  Abstain: 1 Motion Passes 
 

 
Public Comment (8:10 PM) 
None 

 
Meeting Adjourned (8:10 PM) 

 
 

Mark Swenson 
Interim Chair 

 


