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ECONOMICS, EMPLOYMENT & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Thursday January 5, 2006 
12:00 Noon 

 

 
Presiding Chair (12:07 PM)      
Henry Karnilowicz 
 
Chair’s Report  (12:07 PM)  
Mr. Karnilowicz announced that not much is happening on 6th Street with the Sidewalk 
Improvement Project but they expect the project to be completed soon. He stated that 
nothing is happening at this time with the banners. Mr. Cerles referred to the banners and 
wanted to know why we have not seen the design or had a report and presentation at the 
PAC as we were told by the Agency.  
 
Mr. Karnilowicz stated that the property owners are not getting support from the Agency 
with regard to cleaning up the commercial spaces on the ground floor of the buildings so 
that they can be leased. Ms. Parker wanted to know who would be collecting the rents on 
these spaces. Mr. Karnilowicz responded that the owners would be collecting the rents 
but they need support to get the spaces ready. There was a discussion with regard to the 
vacant storefronts on 6th Street. 
 
Mr. Karnilowicz announced that the person leasing the Alder Hotel is in the process of 
purchasing the Baldwin Hotel and would remodel the ground floor, just as he has done at 
the Alder. 
 
Determination of Quorum (12:17 PM)  
Present: Henry Karnilowicz, Marty Cerles, Wilma Parker, Tracy Everwine/Urban Solutions 
(/12:16 PM) and Antoinetta Stadlman (/12:24 PM)  
Absent: Charles Range/SOM Health Center, Don Marcos/SOMA Employment Center, 
Mark Swenson and Jeoflin Roh  
 
Staff: Marcia Ban and Karen Nolan  
 
Agency Staff: Cathy Pickering 
 
Guests: Matt Drake 
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Approval of Minutes (12:17 PM) 
“To approve the November Economics, Employment and Business Development 
Committee meeting minutes as is.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 3  No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
 
 
Agenda Order (12:18 PM) 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
“To approve the agenda order as is.” 
 
Vote:  Yes: 4  No: 0  Abstain: 0  Motion Passes 
 
Announcement of Next Economics Committee meeting 
Mr. Karnilowicz announced that the next Economics Committee meeting would be on 
Thursday, March 9th, 2006.  
 
Agenda Item 6.  Update on the Economic Revitalization Plan for Sixth Street and 
Report from Agency by Mercy Ringelmann and Mike Grisso (12:19 PM) 
Ms. Everwine announced that Graphic Reproductions and City Team Ministries have 
started the process for façade improvements. She stated that they were hoping to have an 
update regarding the banners but she has not received information from Stacey/Whitbeck 
regarding when the light poles would be going in. Ms. Pickering reminded everyone that 
the delay is due to the holiday moratorium. 
 
Agenda Item 7. Marketing of Sixth Street by Urban Solutions (12:20 PM) 
Ms. Pickering announced that she is continuing to meet with Urban Solutions with regard 
to the marketing of 6th Street. They have a couple of large brokerage firms that they would 
like to partner with for the production of a brochure. She stated that many brokerage firms 
are reluctant at this point because they are too busy. Mr. Cerles wanted to know what 
brokerage firms that have been approached. Ms. Everwine stated that they have spoken 
with Cornish & Carey, Richard Ellis etc. There was a discussion regarding how to market 
6th Street. Ms. Pickering referred to the banners and stated that they have come up with a 
design theme of “Beautification & Transformation.” 
 
Agenda Item 8. Vision Statement for Sixth Street by Henry Karnilowicz (12:33 PM) 
Mr. Karnilowicz announced that Mid Market is looking to being an entertainment district 
and we should tie into this with more cafes and clubs on 6th Street. Ms. Parker mentioned 
the subsidized hotels and there was a discussion regarding the cost differences of private 
hotels and subsidized hotels as well as the difference between subsidized hotels and 
shelters. Mr. Cerles referred to the storefronts on 6th Street and stated that 6th Street is 
already built up so we should concentrate on improving and leasing the vacant storefronts. 
Mr. Karnilowicz referred to the vacant storefronts and stated that we should look at the 
positive when deciding what we want for 6th Street. He stated that we should determine if 
our vision would be to just lease the storefronts or if we should be a bit selective in what 
we want on 6th Street. Ms. Parker commented that a tremendous amount of money has 
gone into fixing up 6th Street and we should be selective. 
 
Mr. Cerles referred to Mr. Karnilowicz’ comments about Mid Market being an 
entertainment district and wondered if we should market to businesses that cater to 
entertainment. Ms. Everwine stated that she has spoken to the people that were involved 
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with the entertainment/jazz district in the Fillmore. Mr. Karnilowicz wondered if Ms. 
Everwine could bring these people to next months meeting for a discussion. Ms. 
Everwine responded that they have not reached that point yet. She wanted to know if this 
committee has ever outlined the types of businesses that they would like to see on 6th 
Street to bring vitality to the street and rid it of the loiterers. Mr. Cerles stated that Urban 
Solutions held several community focus groups a few years ago to determine what the 
community would like to see on 6th Street to serve the neighborhood. Urban Solutions 
launched Six on Sixth. Ms. Everwine stated that the committee should work together to 
recruit businesses. We need to make 6th Street more attractive and vibrant so that 
businesses would want to come here. Ms. Everwine would like to see this committee 
focus on bringing leads to the table. She would like the members to do some prospecting 
in similar neighborhoods. 
 
Mr. Karnilowicz stated that we must have money for the owners to clean up the vacant 
spaces so that they could be leased. Ms. Everwine stated that they are looking into the 
possibility of funding up front that could be paid back once a space is leased. Mr. Cerles 
referred to the plan for expanding the area and wanted to know if this is happening. Ms. 
Everwine stated that we could now do other blighted properties on arterial streets in the 
Project Area. Currently Urban Solutions is focusing the attention on 6th Street. 
   
Public Comment  (1:10 PM) 
Mr. Drake introduced himself and stated that he would be running for Supervisor of District 
6 against Supervisor Daly. He stated that he has noticed 6th Street attracts a lot of 
hipsters and foot traffic at night, which could have the potential bring a lot of business to 
the area. 
 
Meeting Ends  (1:14 PM) 
 

 

 
Henry Karnilowicz 
       Chair 


